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He came to save the guilty 
 

 
On Monday of the Fifth Week of Lent there is a very long First Reading.   
 
Taken from the book of the prophet Daniel (Chapter 13) it tells of a 
young woman, Susannah, who is approached by two men who try to 
persuade her to sleep with them.  
 
She refuses and in their frustration they accuse her of committing 
adultery with a stranger. This will result in her being condemned to death 
by stoning.  
 
The young prophet Daniel comes to her rescue by showing the 
discrepancies in the evidence the men give.  
 
As it says at the end of the reading: ‘the life of an innocent woman was 
spared that day’. 
 
 
 

 
In contrast, the Gospel of the same day tells the story of the woman 
who was brought before Jesus condemned for adultery, having 
been caught in the act. Jesus rescues her by inviting her would-be 
executioners to cast the first stone if they are without sin. 
 
It must be a terrible experience to be accused falsely of a crime and 
even more terrifying if the punishment is death. One can only 
imagine the sense of outrage and despair such victims of injustice 
must feel and the tremendous relief if they are proven innocent. 
Tragically, there have been cases of executions of convicted 
criminals later shown to be innocent. 
 
The first reading assures us that God sees the innocent and is not 
fooled even if human beings are. The story of Daniel reassures us 
that in some way God will put things right for those wrongly accused 
even if there is no hope of escape in this world. Miscarriages of 
justice are appalling tragedies but we believe that, somehow, God 
will balance it out.  
 
There is another terror which is worse - to be accused of a crime 
that brings death when there is no doubt that we are in fact guilty. 
Here there is no possibility of rescue; no hope of being found 
innocent.  
 
In such a situation not only is there the terror of death but also the certainty of divine judgement. This is a situation in 
which there seems to be no hope either in this world or the next.  
 
The story of Jesus rescuing the woman caught committing adultery holds out a wonderful hope. Even when we are guilty 
God will still come to our rescue.  
 

The invitation to cast the first stone only if we are without sin reminds us that all of us 
have done something wrong  - but that does not prevent Jesus from helping us.   
 
Some have wondered if Jesus was listing the sins of the onlookers as he wrote in the 
dust.  
 
Jesus told us he did not come to save the innocent – the truth is not one person 
reading this short reflection is innocent. He knows us as we really are and, to our 
relief, he continues to love us.  
 

He came to save the guilty - you and me. 


